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AN RESEARCH 
Volume 5 MAY 1977 Number 5 
A NEW MARKET FOR URBAN HOUSING 
BY 
RALPH H. TODD 
Many of Omaha's citizens have changed their attitudes 
towards living in downtown Omaha and the inner city. A change 
in the attitudes of neighborhood residents, financing agencies, 
and local government bodies has brought out the potential for 
the inner city of Omaha to be a new market for urban housing. 
The exodus of households from the city's older, eastern 
neighborhoods to its newer, western suburbs has slowed signifi-
cantly during the past twelve months. A monitoring of intra-
urban migration trends reveals that between 1973 and 1975 
Omaha's eastern subareas declined by an average of 40 house-
holds per month. During the past twelve months the decline 
has been at only one-fourth this rate.1 Single-family building 
permits authorized east of 42nd Street show that the level of 
activity from the second quarter 1976 through the first quarter 
of 1977 has been at its highest since monitoring began in 1970.2 
During the same period the total value of permits issued has 
increased nearly five-fold, with the average monthly value of 
single- and multi-family building permits increasing from $33,000 
to $150,000. 
A positive attitude toward locating in the eastern part of 
the city is returning. A 1977 survey of City and County 
employees suggests that if this subpopulation is representative of 
the approximately 30,000 downtown employees, more than 
2,000 households with annual incomes over $20,000 are "very 
interested" in moving into new downtown residences. 3 Another 
1,400 households with annual incomes between $10,000 and 
$20,000 are also "very interested" in moving to new homes 
downtown. This unmet demand is for condominiums as well as 
highrise rental units. A 1976 study of eastern Omaha residents 
estimated the potential demand for new housing by residents 
then living in the area at 3,200 units for the period 1975-1977.4 
A 1973 study also revealed that more than two-thirds of residents 
1
"Economic Indicators," Review of Applied Urban Research, 
March, 1977. 
2Ibid. and "Omaha's Economy Continues to Expand," current issue. 
3
"Downtown Living: A Survey of City and County Employees," 
Review of Applied Urban Research, February, 1977. 
4Housing and Business Investment in Nebraska, Center for Applied 
Urban Research, February, 1976. 
of some areas of the inner city felt that their own neighborhoods 
were the ones in which they preferred to live.5 
The extent to which these attitudes and factors have been 
present in the past is unknown. Even if they existed, lenders 
were apparently unconvinced that they should invest in deterio-
rating neighborhoods. However, now there is evidence of support 
for a positive attitude on the part of financial institutions. For 
example, as a result of developments in the Central Atlanta 
Project, Dallas's Swiss Avenue, and inner city neighborhoods in 
St. Louis and Denver, lenders are being encouraged . These and 
other cases offer solid evidence that both the risk and the 
expectation of profit can be acceptable for investors in inner city 
housing. Financial institutions in Philadelphia have established 
guidelines that reflect a new lending policy based on a new 
definition of a neighborhood. Mortgage officers now define a 
"neighborhood" or area for loan purposes as a particular street 
and evaluate it on its own merits, rather than defining it as 
covering several square miles. The block-by-block approach has 
thus far resulted in loans of $19 million, with only 0.6 of 1 
percent delinquency .6 If the Philadelphia experience continues 
at this rate, it will be deemed a highly successful approach to 
lending in the inner city. 
Two essential components can be identified in these inner-
city housing successes: strong neighborhood ties and strong 
commitments by city governments. The first of these has been 
present in many of Omaha's eastern neighborhoods for years. 
Recent indications are that Omaha is developing the second of 
the essential components. The past month's mayoral and city 
5Incentives for Attracting Commercial, Industrial and Housing 
Investments to the Missouri Riverfront Development Project, Center for 
Applied Urban Research, October, 1973. 
6
"The Philadelphia Solution to Redlining," Business Week, May 9, 
1977. 
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council elections selected candidates who supported inner city 
redevelopment. Lack of public support services in the past has 
been, of course, an obstacle to inner city development. Not 
only must the city be willing to commit sufficient resources to 
improve municipal services but it must also act to modify zoning 
and building codes and any other laws and ordinances that 
discriminate against rehabilitation and redevelopment of existing 
housing. The Mayor's Conference on Housing7 demonstrated 
that the City has indeed reassessed its priorities as well as 
committing new resources to the rehabilitation and redevelop-
7May 19, 1977. 
ment of older residential areas. The City Planning Department 
is focusing attention on growth and development in housing in 
a way never done before and at a level of activity never achieved 
before. The inner city rather than the suburbs is being empha-
sized as the area for housing development. 
Migration and construction trends, availability of building 
lots,B community attitudes, lending policies, and City govern-
ment priorities all support the opportunities for investors in a 
new urban housing market: Omaha's inner city. 
8 1n the last four years more than 1,400 lots have been made 
available through demolition of deteriorated housing units. 
NEW HOUSING LOANS, APRIL 1977 
During April a total of 94 commitments were reported by 
participating area lenders for speculative-built housing, 71 in 
Douglas County subdivisions and 23 in_ Sarpy County. A total 
of 129 speculative units were started under construction, 40 
unsold speculative houses were completed and 34 were sold 
during the month. 
There were almost an identical number of custom loan 
commitments (93) as speculative loan commitments (94) during 
April. Construction began on 63 custom units and was completed 
on 22 custom units during the month. 
As of April 30, commitments were outstanding on loans 
for 129 speculative and 114 custom houses. The greatest number 
of completed and unsold units were in Wycliff (21 ), Park West 
(17), Timber Creek I and II (15) and The Knolls I and I I (12). 
The largest concentrations of custom built homes were under 
construction in High View Estates (19), Eldorado (12) and 
Winchester Heights (11 ). 
April new housing loans by subdivision in Douglas and 
Sarpy Counties are presented in Table 1. Data are available on 
early release to anyone requesting them from the Center for 
Applied Urban Research. 
TABLE 1 
OUTSTANDING LOANS FOR N EW HOUSING UNITS IN SUBDIVISIONS OF DOUG LAS AND SARPY COUNTIES. APR IL 1 TO APRIL 30. 1977 
Speculative Loans 
Units Under Construction 
Current Total Current Total 
Subdivision Period Outstanding Pericx:t Outstanding 
Douglas County 
Armbrust Oa~s 
Bay Meadows 
Benson Addition 
GandiPWOod 
Cent~r Par~. Rainlr~ 1 1 
Chapei.~iTI  ____ ----------
Colonial Acres 
Country Club View 
Country Squ1re Estates 
Q~~~~~---- ? 
Eldorado 7 
Georgetowne 
Gmger Cove 
Glenbrook 
Green Meadows 
- ----------------Gr~nhr1ar 
GreentrPe 
H,msen Country Cluh Hills 1 
Harv_ey_O~~s____ 7 
llom~SitMd Addi!IOI' 
The Knolls I cmd I I 
Lf'.JWOOd Southwr'S! t3 
Lt>be<1u 
L(~~-r~~nJ_~n~l.!_e _ 
3 
2 
Mtpl~ Villaqe RLplat II 2 
Ml•.Jdo"Wit•w 
M1ll.trd HPiqhiS 
M•llard H•qhhnd<> 
MQ•l!!:!!:~t..._ -
Oc1k Hl'lghts Ill 
Otl~ I hils Est.H~~ 
Oa~ Hills Hiqhl,tnds 
Oo~~ Hdls H1lltop 
Q<~k Hdl~_o_f ~_!_ll•l!d I & II 
Pacd1c HP1qh ts 
P,111o.. West 
P1edmont dn<:l Pr~J111 r 1 
Aeplat 
---p.~,~Jt.;t 
P(llldl'IOSd 
Rambleridge 
R.tven U,1ks 
---~~·~.r ______________ _ 
Aollmg Meadows 
Roxbury 
SJddle Holls 
Schwalb's 2nd Addition 
S._yline Estates 
3 
5 11 
--:r------29-----
2 
---------
IB 
J 
3 
I? 
2 
16 
<) 
2 
6·1 
l!l 
13 
10 
27 
3 
<l 
I 
J 
b 
3 
Units Completed Commitments Ill 
Unsold Sold 
Current Total Current Current Total 
OlHStanding Period Outstand•ng Period Period 
4 
2 
3 
2 
I 
3 
10 7 2 
__ 8 _______ 3- ---
7 
3 
2 
I 
I? 
~ 
li 
17 
".l 
2 
2 
~ 
I 
2 2 
3 
3 4 
1 
2 
., 
I 
G 
2 
1 2 
I 
-------------- --
2 
Custom Loans 
Units Under Construct ion Uni ts Completed 
Current Total 
Period Outstanding 
1 
I 
2 
I 
Current 
Period 
4- ------- ---- ---
3 0 
5 12 
• 
2 
I 4 
2 2 
5 
i 
? 
1 
? 
2 
I 
3 
9 
1 ~ 
2 8 
2 8 
9 
---~-------3----------------
1 
2 
I 
6 
Subdivision 
Sky l ine Ranches 
Spaulding Replat 
Stony Brook 
Sunnyslope 
Commitments.S.I 
Current 
Period 
Total 
Outstanding 
Speculative Loans 
Un11s Under Construct•on 
Current 
Penod 
Total 
Outstanding 
3 
TABLE 1 - Continued 
Units Completed 
Unsold Sold 
Current Total 
Period Out~tand 1 ng 
4 
Current 
Peood 
CommitmeniS~/ 
Current 
Period 
Total 
Outstanding 
Custom Loans 
Umu Under Construct ion 
Current 
Period 
Total 
Outstanding 
4 
3 
Unots Completed 
Current 
Period 
___ !i.!!'~-~~~.!~_1.!.. ____ .!_ _ ____ _ ___ _ _!~-- - _ __ 2 ________________ _ 
Val and 
Walnut Grove 
West Village 
Western Tra1ls 
4 
5 
1B 
5 
42 
6 
3 
1 
5 
2 ---~!.!~ ~.Y-'1'~ ________ .!.. _______________ .!_ _______ ~--------
---------------- ·----------------------------------------------Winchester Heights 
Winterbur n I l l 
Woodgate 
Woodhaven 2 
---~£~d~~~~----------- -------~ 
Woodland Village 
Woodstone Rep Ia t 
Wycliff 
Other Subdivisions~ ' 
Aural Douglas County 
14 
5 
9 
12 
2 
27 
2 
---------2 
3 
24 
15 
8 
___ ::~~_D~!t~~~~~~--2'-------~~-----.2.!.3_ _____ ~~!.. ____ ----~--·-
Sarpy County 
Blue Ridge 
Charwood 
Citta's 1st 
College Heights 
3 
3 
5 
6 
21 
3 
142 
2 
24 
-----~-------~---
5 
4 
3 
77 
7 
8 
4 
86 
4 
4 
44 
11 
1 
2 
9 
12 
3 
179 
1 
2 
18 
---~~~-~~--------------------- ---------------------------~-------~---------------~----------------Fairview Heights 
Faulkland Heigh ts 
Fontenelle Estates 
Fontanelle Hills 
7 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 3 
___ g~~~-~~~------------------------------ -~-----------------~---Granville East 
Harold Square 
Harvest Hills 
Hawaiian V illage 4 
4 
3 
5 
4 
---~~~y~~~~~~~-----------------------------~-----------------~----- 13 19 ---------------~---------------3----------------Leawood Oa<s I 5 5 
Leawood Oa<s II 10 10 9 9 3 
Los Lomas 
Maclad Heoghts 3 3 2 
8 
9 
6 
2 
---~~~~~qy~~----- 6 8 
Oaks of Fontanelle ---------2--------------2~------------------------------------------------------------------------
Overland Holls 5 3 18 !> 6 1 
Par < Hills Ill 
Pawnee Hills 
2 2 2 6 
2 
1 1 ---~~_!!i~Q!£'!.~!!9!1..!.~----­
South Hampton ---------------------- --------------~-------------------------------------2----------------
Southern Park 
V illa Springs 
Westmont 
Other Subdivisions.£/ 
Rural Sarpy County 
Total Sarpy County 
Total 
2 
23 
94 
30 
72 
16 
129 
2 
4 
110 
541 
1 1 
40 
35 
177 
10 
34 
1 
16 
93 
3 
1 
28 
114 
19 
63 
2 
6 
71 
250 
2 
22 
.A/commitments issued during the reporting period are considered outstanding only 1f the loan was not closed before the end of the period. 
9/oougtas County subdiviSions with only one committed, under construCtion or unsold (speculauve) umt are Autumn Heights, Bei·Air 2nd, Bruhn Acres, Chapel Hilt I I, Consentius, 
Country Club Oaks, Country Meadows. Echo Hilt, Ginger Woods, Heavenly Acres. Henery Addition. Hill Add1110n. Holling Heights, Homesite Addit1on. Keystone West, Lake Forest Estates, 
lakeview Heights, Lakoma Heights, Leawood. Leawood II, Leawood Wes1, Melia's Addition, Mockingbird Hills. Oak Heights I, Oak Heights II , Pat1erson Park, Pearl Acres, Pinewood, Prairie 
Pines. Remco, Ridgeview Terrace, Riverside Hills, Riverside Lakes. Royalwood Estates, Silver Fox, Skyline Oaks, Trallridge Ranches, Trendwood Ill , Twilight Hills, West Pacific Terrace, 
Wilshire Heights, West Horizons, and Yorkshire H1lls. 
-'
1Sarpy County subdivisions w1th only one committed, under construction or unsold (speculative) unit are Bella West. Bellevue, Carr iage Acres, Cedar Island, Crestview Heights, 
Dee's Addition, Dillon's Addition, Glenmorrie. Gretna, Randolph Place, Sunnyv1ew Estates, T imbercreek I I , Twin Ridge I I and Whispering Timbers. 
Sources. Compiled by CAUR from data provided by American National Bank, American Savings Company, Bank of Bellevue, Center Bank , Commercial Federal S & L , Conservat ive 
S & L, First Federal Lincoln, F irst Federa! S & L of Omaha , F irst National Bank of Bellevue, Bank of Mil lard, F1rst Westroads Bank, Nebraska FederalS & L, Northland Mortgage, Northwestern 
Nat ional Bank, OccidentalS & L. Omaha National Bank, OmahaS & L, Packers National Bank, Ralston Bank, Realbanc, U.S. National Bank, Bank of Val ley, and Western Securit ies Company . 
OMAHA'S ECONOMY CONTINUES TO EXPAND 
BY 
PA UL S.T. LEE AND T HOMAS C. MOSS 
Economic and demographic indicators compiled on a reg-
ular basis by the Center for Applied Urban Research suggest that 
the Omaha area 1 economy is continuing to expand. One of the 
strongest indicators of a community's economic condition is the 
extent of new construction activity in that community. As Table 
1 indicates the number of single-family building permits in the 
Omaha area increased from 330 units during the last quarter of 
1976 to 395 units the first quarter of 1977. The dollar value of 
single-family permits issued during the January to March period 
1 The six subareas are def ined on the map on Table 1. 
3 
was $7.4 million--the highest value recorded since the second 
quarter of 1973 when 624 permits va lued at $9.1 m il lion were 
issued for single-family residences in Omaha. As in the past, 
the vast majority of the single-family construction activity took 
place in the southwest portion of the city. While single-fami ly 
construction activity was strong, permits issued for multi -fami ly 
residences decl ined sharply. Permits were issued for only six 
multi-family units (all located west of 72nd Street) with a total 
permit value of $76,400. This represents the smal lest number 
and dollar value of multi-family permits issued since monitoring 
began in 1973. 
Mortgage lending declined somewhat from fourth quarter 
1976 levels but remained higher than mortgage activity a year 
earlier. As in the past the southwest subarea dominated mortgage 
lending activity in the first quarter of 1977. As Table 1 illustrates, 
the southwest subarea accounted for over 40 percent of the 2,359 
mortgages issued during the first quarter and for well over half 
of the $75.2 million value of mortgages issued during that period. 
While the number of new automobile registrations declined 
from first and fourth quarter 1976 levels, several other indicators 
suggest continued growth in the Omaha economy. The number 
of bankruptcy cases remained at 123--the same level as the 
previous quarter but lower than any other period since 1973. 
TABLE 
Unemployment insurance claimants declined from 4,506 in the 
first quarter fo 1976 to only 3,192 in the first quarter of 1977--a 
reduction of nearly 30 percent. 
Beginning with this quarterly report, intra-urban household 
migration will be regularly reported. It is defined as the move-
ment of households from one neighborhood (subarea) to another. 
Since economic activities of a neighborhood are closely related 
to the total population of that neighborhood, intra-urban house-
hold migration provides valuable information on relative change 
of economic activities among different neighborhoods as well as 
a general indication of the residential desirability of a given 
neighborhood. 
1 
Omaha Intra-Urban 8~ First Demographic & Economic Quarter Indicators.!!./ ' . 1977 . . 
Subarea 
Northeast Southeast Northcentral Southcentral Nort hwest Southwest Total 
Population Change 
Births. 4th Quarter, 1976 278 260 291 153 233 337 1,552 
Deaths, 4th Quarter. 1976 207 204 121 97 65 83 777 
Net Natural Increase: 4th Quarter, 1976 7 1 56 170 56 168 254 775 
4th Quarter. 1975 70 29 143 74 106 158 580 
Change: 4th Quarter. 1976-4th Quarter. 1975 + 1 + 27 + 27 . 18 + 62 + 96 + 195 
Intra-Urban Household Migration 
Into Subarea, 1st Quarter. 1977 34 31 51 19 38 30 203 
Out of Subarea, 1st Quarter, 1977 46 50 54 28 16 9 203 
Net (I n-Migration - Out-Migration) 
1st Quarter. 1977 - 12 . 19 . 3 . 9 + 22 + 21 0 
1st Quarter, 1976 . 31 . 20 + 2 -5 + 17 + 40 0 
Construction Activity 
Single-Family Building Permits 
4th Quarter, 1976 4 3 12 0 60 243 330 
1st Quarter, 1977 6 I 5 8 96 279 395 
1st Quarter, 1976 0 2 11 9 87 276 385 
Change: 1st Quarter, 1977- 4 th Quarter, 1976 + 2 . 2 . 7 0 + 36 + 36 + 65 
1st Quarter. 1977-1 st Quarter. 1976 +6 - 1 . 6 · 1 +9 +3 +10 
Total Value of Single-Family Building Permits 
4th Quarter, 1976 ($1.000) 56.2 26.7 175.9 82.5 667.8 2.997.7 4.006.8 
1st Quarter, 1977 ($1,0001 108.3 11.9 90.6 135.2 1,7 13.5 5,362.9 7,422.4 
1st Quarter, 1976 ($1.0001 0 22.4 194.4 101.1 930.8 3,323.3 4,572.0 
Change: 1st Quarter. 1977-4th Quarter. 1976 + 52.1 . 14.8 . 85.3 + 52 .7 + 1,04 5.7 + 2,365.2 + 3.4 15.6 
1st Quarter. 1977- 1st Quarter, 1976 + 108.3 . 10.5 . 103.8 + 34 .1 + 782.7 +2,039.6 + 2 ,850.4 
Single-Family Demolition Permits 
4th Quarter, 1976 61 22 11 2 2 0 98 
1st Quarter, 1977 7 1 10 7 0 1 0 89 
Change: 1st Quarter, 1977-4th Quarter, 1976 + 10 . 12 -4 . 2 - 1 0 . 9 
Net Change in Single Family Housing Units 
(Building Permits-Demolition Permits) 
4th Quarter, 1976 - 57 . 19 +I +6 +58 + 243 + 232 
1st Quarter. 1977 -65 . 9 2 +8 +95 + 279 + 306 
Multi -Family Building Permits !Units) 
4th Quarter, 1976 0 100 0 0 12 32 144 
1st Quarter , 1977 0 0 0 0 4 2 6 
1st Quarter, 1976 0 0 0 10 2 6 18 
Change: 1st Quarter. 1977- 4th Quarter. 1976 0 -100 0 0 -8 . 30 . 138 
1st Quarter, 1977- l st Quarter, 1976 0 0 0 . 10 +2 . 4 . 12 
Total Value Multi .Family Building Permits 
4th Quarter. 1976 ($1 ,0001 0 800.0 0 0 123.5 840.5 1,764 .0 
1st Quarter. 1977 ($1.0001 0 0 0 0 44.3 32.1 76.4 
1st Quarter, 1976 ($1,0001 0 0 0 43.0 23.8 97 .2 164.0 
Change · 1st Quarter, 1977- 4th Quarter. 1976 0 . 800.0 0 0 . 79.2 . 808.4 - 1.687.6 
1st Quarter, 1977- 1st Quarter . 1976 0 0 0 . 43.0 + 20.5 . 65.1 -87 .6 
Multi-Fami ly Demolition Permits 
4th Quarter. 1976 0 15 0 0 0 0 15 
1st Quarter, 1977 16 3 0 0 0 6 25 
Change: 1st Quarter. 1977-4th Quarter, 1976 16 - 12 0 0 0 6 10 
Net Change 1n Multi Family Building Permit s 
(Building Permits- Demol ition Permits) 
4th Quarter. 1976 0 + 85 0 0 + 12 + 32 + 129 
1st Quarter. 1977 -16 . 3 0 0 +4 - 4 - 19 
Non-Housing Demolition Permits (Units) 
4th Quarter. 1976 38 15 5 1 1 2 62 
I St Quarter, 1977 18 16 2 1 1 0 38 
Change : 1st Quarter. 1977- 4 th Quarter. 1976 - 20 + 1 ·3 0 0 . 2 . 24 
4 
TABLE 1 · Continued 
Subarea 
Northeast Southeast Northcentral Southcentral North west Southwest To tal 
Mortgagesb./ 
Number of Mortgages 
4th Quarter. 1976 258 283 376 217 347 1,011 2,492 
1st Quarter. 1977 261 218 377 167 339 997 2.359 
1st Quarter . 1976 197 194 291 150 307 928 2.067 
Change 1st Quarter. 1977-4th Quarter. 1976 +3 . 65 + 1 -50 . 8 - 14 -133 
1st Quarter. 1977-1st Quarter . 1976 +64 + 24 + 86 + 17 + 32 +69 + 292 
Dollar Amount of Mortgages 
4th Quarter. 1976 ($1.000) 17.519.6 9.638.5 15.251.1 7,434.8 14,058.4 46.407.3 110,309.7 
1st Quarter, 1977 ($1,0001 4,144.2 5.485.0 9.562.4 4,206.9 11,364.0 40.437.7 75,200.2 
1st Quarter. 1976 ($ 1 .000) 4.199.5 11,666.2 5.882.2 4,882.7 15,355.2 32.734.5 74 ,720.3 
Change: 1st Quarter, 1977-4th Quarter. 1976 -13,375.4 · 4,153.5 ·5,688.7 -3.227.9 -2.694.4 -5.969.6 -35,1 09.5 
1st Quarter. 1977-1st Quarter. 1976 - 55.3 -6.181.2 +3,680.2 -675.8 -3.99 1.2 + 7,703.2 + 479.9 
Mechanic Liens.£/ 
Number o f Mechanic Liens 
4 th Quarter, 1976 19 20 12 12 12 36 111 
1st Quarter, 1977 19 11 14 7 19 33 103 
1St Quarter. 1976 27 17 25 1 23 27 120 
Change: 1st Quarter. 1977- 4th Quarter, 1976 0 -9 +2 -5 +7 -3 -8 
1st Quarter, 1977-1st Quarter. 1976 -8 -6 -11 +6 -4 +6 -17 
Dollar Amounts of Mechanic Liens 
4th Quarter. 1976 ($1.000) 37.8 47.0 10.7 20.4 15.6 374.8 506.3 
1st Quarter. 1977 ($1 .000) 48.4 31.9 17.6 15.2 29.5 146.9 289.5 
1st Quarter, 1976 ($1,000) 57.9 27.4 53.4 0.2 59.0 93.7 291.6 
Chanqe: 1st Quarter. 1977-4th Quarter. 1976 + 10.6 - 15.1 + 6.9 -5.2 + 13.9 -227.9 -216.8 
1st Quarter. 1977- 1st Quarter. 1976 ·9.5 + 4.5 -35.8 + 15.0 -29.5 + 53.2 - 2.1 
Bankruptcy Cases 
4th Quarter. 1976 35 17 24 7 17 23 123 
1st Quarter, 1977 31 32 19 9 18 14 123 
1st Quarter. 1976 35 20 30 9 22 22 138 
Change 1st Quarter. 1977- 4th Quarter, 1976 -4 + 15 -5 + 2 + 1 -9 0 
1st Quarter. 1977-1st Quarter, 1976 4 + 12 -11 0 -4 -8 - 15 
Unemployment Insurance Claimants 
Total Claimants 
1st Quarter. 1977 913 711 466 252 406 444 3,192 
1st Quarter. 1976 1,331 1,045 606 373 537 614 4,506 
Chance 1st Quarter. 1977- 1st Quarter . 1976 -4 18 -334 - 140 - 121 - 131 - 170 -1 .3 14 
U.S. Postal Service 
Number of Families Served 
4th Quarter, 1976 37,072 29,1 10 21,143 12.145 22.345 24,323 146,138 
1St Quarter. 1977 36.068 29,171 21,078 12,197 22.417 25,057 145.988 
1st Quarter. 1976 37.241 30.228 21.7.53 12.086 21.887 23.563 146,258 
Change. 1st Quarter. 1977- 4th Quarter, 1976 -1,004 + 61 . 65 +52 +72 + 734 -150 
1st Quarter. 1977-1st Quarter. 1976 · 1.173 1,057 - 175 + 111 + 530 + 1,494 -270 
Number of Businesses Served 
4th Quarter, 1976 4,859 1,879 867 778 1.820 2,006 12,209 
1st Quarter, 1977 4,909 1,891 877 797 1,838 2.046 12,358 
1St Quarter. 1976 5,572 1.794 896 756 1.697 1.935 12.650 
Chanqe 1st Quarter, 1977-4th Quarter, 1976 +50 + 12 + 10 + 19 + 18 + 40 + 149 
1st Quarter, 1977-1st Quarter, 1976 . 663 + 97 ·19 + 41 + 141 + 111 . 292 
Public Utilities 
Number of Water Hookups 
4th Quarter, 1976 25 33 32 26 83 298 497 
1st Quarter, 1977 16 17 14 14 51 199 31 1 
1st Quarter, 1976 10 2 1 15 12 105 219 382 
Change: 1st Quarter, 1977-4th Quarter, 1976 . 9 • 16 -18 . 12 . 32 -99 - 186 
1st Quarter, 1977-1 st Quarter, 1976 +6 -4 - 1 +2 . 54 . 20 . 71 
New Auto Registrations 
Number of New Cars 
4th Quarter, 1976 305 379 402 282 527 957 2.852 
1st Ouarter, 1977 261 338 325 254 461 834 2.473 
1st Quarter. 1976 316 402 409 332 538 990 2.987 
Change 1st Quarter. 1977-4th Quarter. 1976 • 44 . 41 -77 . 28 -66 - 123 -379 
1st Quarter, 1977- 1st Quarter. 1976 • 55 · 64 -84 - 78 ·77 - 156 . 514 
Number of New Trucks 
4th Quarter, 1976 60 85 60 54 83 147 489 
1st Quarter, 1977 68 87 73 65 84 164 541 
1st Quarter, 1976 74 114 82 83 103 130 586 
Change 1st Quarter, 1977-4th Quarter, 1976 +8 + 2 + 13 + 11 + 1 + 17 +52 
1st Quarter, 1977-1st Quarter, 1976 . 6 27 ·9 • 18 . 19 . 34 -45 
.!!.!This work was in part financed by a grant from the Economic Development Council of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce. The data were compiled by CAUR lOr. 
Paul S.T . Lee, Thomas C. Moss, Mrs. Margaret Hein, Patrick L. Brophy and Robert Henningsen) from data in the Daily Record and data made available by 11) Douglas 
County Health Department, Division of Vital Statistics, 12) Ci ty of Omaha, Off ice of Permits and Inspections, and (3) Nebraska's Department of Labor. Division of Employment. 
'9.1 Totals do not include 179 mortgages ($1 0,1 10,1 41) for the first quarter 1977, 168 mortgages 1$7 ,925.484) for th e first quarter 1976. and 206 mortgages ($13,559,9361 
for the fourth quarter 1976 which could not be classified by subareas. 
£/Total s do not i nclude 18 mechan ic liens ($146,0921 for the first quarter 1977,6 mechanic liens ($17,917) for th e first quarter 1976, and 6 mechanic l iens ($2.4281 for 
the fourth quarter 1976 which could not be classified by subareas. 
5 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
CAUR has received a grant to develop a one year housing 
consumer education program. The award is made possible 
through Title I of the Higher Education Act and administered 
by the Nebraska Department of Economic Development. Faculty 
and students of UNO's Colleges of Business Administration, Engi-
neering and Technology, and Home Economics will work with 
personnel of the Franklin Community Federal Credit Union and 
other nonuniversity persons and agencies. CAUR's Division of 
Housing Research and Services under the direction of Dr. Edward 
L. Hauswald will coordinate their efforts. The program's overall 
objective is to assist residents of the Franklin community to 
become better housing consumers. Attention will be given to 
home buying and ownership, repair and rehabilitation, planning 
and operation and energy conservation. 
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